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Ay 
IT WAS SUPPOSED TO 


LAST BATTLE BETWEEN 
GOOD AND EVIL. 


WE FOUGHT IT TOGETHER, 
DIANA. WE THOUGHT 
\T WOULD BE THE END. 


©. These are the stories from 
) the DARK MULTIVERSE that 
should NEVER be... 


Witness the rise of 
the Dark Knights... 


ne IBOR nna i) EROUN COVER) 
ZT fg a IDIE AGE Tee 
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OKAY, 
PEOPLE, THE FACT 
THAT BY EXECUTIVE ORDER, 
A.R.G.U.S. HAS BEEN CHARGED 
WITH GATHERING THE HEADS OF 
S.H.A.D.E., THE D.E.0., TASK 
FORCE X AND OUR OWN MILITARY, 
LETS YOU KNOW WE'VE 
NOT ONLY FORMED THE 
MOST UN-EASIEST 
OF ALLIANCES... 


..-BUT ARE 
ALSO OPERATING 
UNDER CR/S/S 
PROTOCOLS. 


WITH ALL 
KEY MEMBERS OF 
THE JUSTICE LEAGUE 
M.I.A. OUR GOAL'S TO 
LAY OUT OPTIONS 

FOR COUNTER- 
MEASURES. 


WE'RE ALL 
ADULTS HERE-- 
NO OFFENSE MEANT, 
FATHER TIME--SO NO 
NEED TO SUGAR- 
COAT THIS 
MESS. 


LET'S 
START WITH 

THE MILITARY. 
GENERAL 
LANE? 


PURE 

AND SIMPLE, 
WE'RE ROYALLY 
SCREWED. 


WE'VE 
GOT US A FULL- 
SCALE INVASION 
AS WE SIT 
HERE. 


IN THE FIVE 
DAYS SINCE THAT 
MOUNTAIN POKED UP IN 
THE MIDDLE OF GOTHAM CITY 
WE'VE SEEN METROPOLIS, 
CENTRAL CITY, DETROIT, COAST 
CITY, AMNESTY BAY AND EVEN 
THE LEAGUE WATCHTOWER BE 
SYSTEMATICALLY TAKEN OUT 
: BY THESE UNKNOWN 
FORCES. 


EARLY 
BATTLEFIELD 
REPORTS DESCRIBED 
THE INVADERS AS 
“NIGHTMARE 
BATMEN.” 


THE SPECIAL 
GPS UNITS WE 
IMPLANTED IN THEM 
ALL WENT OFFLINE, 
SO WE ONLY CAN 
PRESUME THEY'VE 
BEEN COMPROMISED J 

OR KILLED. 


WE 
SENT WALLER’S : 
“SUICIDE SQUAD” INTO VR 
GOTHAM TO CONFIRM AND 
TERMINATE, BUT ALL 
CONTACT'S BEEN 


RIGHT, SO 
WITH ALL THE COLORFUL 
SUPER-FOLKS SCRATCHED 
FROM THE LINEUP, AND POTUS 
MOVED TO AN ORBITAL SECURE 
ZONE ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE, 
IT’S TIME FOR US TO DO WHAT 
WE ALWAYS DO, WHICH IS 
TAKE OVER AND CLEAN 
UP THIS MESS. 


tory ee 


USING TECH FROM BOTH 


OH, SAMMY, NONE OF 
THE RED ROOM AND THE YOU THINK ALL Y YOUR CLAIRVOYANTS 
MACHINE, OUR PEOPLE YOUR PROBLEMS 
HAVE DEVELOPED A 


[ DON'T BE 
OR OTHER MONSTERS RIDICULOUS, 
CAN JUST BE | FROM S.H.A.D.E. GAVEI} COLONEL JONAS. 
WARHEAD THAT COMBINES BLOWN AWAY. | US ANY WARNING THIS] ] YOUR CREATURE'S 
MODORAN SONIC TECH, YOU SHOULD BE \ WAS COMING, FATHER 
CHEMO PARTICLES AND SO LUCKY. 
\ KRYPTONIAN 


NO BETTER THAN 
TIME. WHOSE SIDE 
SUNSTONES. 


HER FRANKENSTEIN 
ARE YOU ON? 


MONSTER, AND 
ge AT LEAST IT 
> ; j CAN SPEAK. 
CODE-NAMED > E ‘ 
VALHALLA, THERE IS ' 1 fore 
NO LIVING BEING IN THE 2) 
SOLAR SYSTEM--SLIPER, 
MAN OR OTHERWISE-- 
THAT COULD 
SURVIVE IT. 


WHY IS 
YOUR BONY ASS 
& EVEN HERE, BONES? 
AREN'T THE D.E.O. 
DROP ELV/S \Aee \ JUST A.R.G.U.S.'S 
ON THEM. | \istA ERRAND BOYS? 
WAIT A MINUTE--I CALLED YOU ALL HERE 
I'M SURE TO DISCUSS OPTIONS...NOT SIGN 
we ae me THE MASKS OFF ON TOTAL WAR. 
‘ AND CAPES ARE 
JUSTICE LEAGUE ARE NOT COMING TO THERE HAS 
PLANNING HOW TO SAVE THE DAY! IT’S TO BE AN OPTION 
HANDLE THIS. THEY , ON LIS TO ACT. THAT WON'T MURDER 
ALWAYS-- a) , MILLIONS OF INNOCENT 
= GOTHAM CIVILIANS, 
AND DOZENS OF OUR 
\ WORLD'S FINEST 
ALREADY IN HEROES. 
THE AIR. WE JUST \| 
HAVE TO ZERO IT 
WHERE IT'LL DO 


FIGURES 
A POWER-POINT 
RANGER LIKE YOU, 
a TREVOR, WOULDN'T 
HAVE THE STEEL 
" B-- 


LOOK AT 
THEM PLAYING 
AT 


ME, I'VE LIVED 
IT PRACTICALLY 


MY WHOLE LIFE. I WAS ONLY EIGHT YEARS 
OLD WHEN mY WAR BEGAN, 

WITH A SHOT FIRED IN A 

GOTHAM CITY ALLEY... 


BEGAN WITH AN OATH 
TO MYSELF THAT WHAT 
HAPPENED TO ME COULD 
NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN. 


AN OATH THAT 
I WOULD WAGE MY 
BATTLE SUSTLY, WITH 
RULES, WITH MERCY, 
UNLIKE MY ENEMY. 


WHAT A 
FOOL I WAS, 
BACK THEN. 


HEARING THEIR 
SCREAMS, I CANNOT 
HELP BUT THINK OF 

MY OLD RULES. 


dey Have fee 


A MISSION... 


AND I EVEN FEEL AN URGE 
TO SPARE THEM. LIKE DIANA 
URGING ME TO STOP. 


Y 


\t 
d, 
je 


I Give THEM 
i VALIANT DEATHS... 


zy 


«THAT ONLY 
A SWORD CAN 
DELIVER. 


“LANE! WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING! THOSE 
COORDINATES... 


|] YOU'RE SENDING THE | 


BOMBERS HERE?!” 


HE'S MAKING 
HIS WAY TO US, we Gane 
HE'S AFTER 
VALHALLA. 


7 YOU'RE 
CRAZY--vo V 
YOU REALIZE you~ 
WHAT YOU'RE " ywsT S/GNED 
COMMITTING THE DEATH 
us TO?! SENTENCE FOR 


THIS WHOLE 
DAMN CITY! 


STEP AWAY, TREVOR. 
THE GENERAL IS RIGHT. 
THIS IS THE BEST OPTION. 
MILLIONS DEAD TO 
SAVE BILLIONS. 


{ IT’S gust 
MATH 


SHE LOVED A MAN 
BEFORE ME. TREVOR, AN 
HONORABLE SOLDIER. HE 
DIED IN THE EARLY DAYS 

OF THE WAR. 


IT HAD HAPPENED OVERNIGHT. 
ARES HAD FORGED A NEW 
HELMET THAT MAGNIFIED HIS 
POWERS A HUNDREDFOLD. 


1T TOOK US TWO YEARS fm Vou 

TO GET TO THE FRONT. Wie as 
WE VOWED TO KILL ARES, I FOR WHAT 

DESTROY THE HELMET. \ : VO”VE 


DONE! 


WE NEVER EXPECTED TO 
WIN. BUT WE DID...THOUGH 
IT COST DIANA HER LIFE. 


Y ENLIGHTEN 
" ME. 


THE Ni 

FIELDS OF FIRE 

ARE LITTERED } 
WITH DEAD. 


ALL HAVE ¥ 


FALLEN. WHO 
ARE YOU TO 
CHALLENGE 
THE GOD OF 


DIANA HAD 
WARNED ME OF 
ITS POWER, ITS 

ABILITY TO 

CORRUPT... 


SAW THE POSSIBILITY...1F I 
TOOK THE HELMET, I COULD 
oa sai eae 
INT. 
FIRST TIME IN HISTORY, WAR ee amie 
COULD BE JUST, FAIR. eT A a 


‘EARTHD's Stratosphere ER. 
wee” . Now. = | wat 


YOU GOT, 
COWGIRL? 


SORRY, CASSIUS, BUT DID YA REALLY VJ 
THINK BEING THE GREAT-GRANDSON 
: : OF BLACK EAGLE WAS ONLY GOING 
JUST RECEIVED = : ~ TO GET YOU JOY RIDES ON FERRIS 


CONFIRMATION Spore ; AIR'S NEWEST BOMBER? 
: WANTED TO MAKE 


CODES. WE ARE 
A GO TO DROP 
VALHALLA. 


THE HISTORY 
BOOKS, BUT NOT 


LIKE THIS. 


37.083507 


NORTH, LANGLEY... 
76.359224 \ y COME IN, LANGLEY! 
. my L'M GETTING NOTHING. 
JUST LIKE COAST CITY 
BEFORE IT WENT... 


WITH YOUR DIRTY 
PAST, YOU DON'T BELONG 
IN THIS ALLIANCE, BONES! T 
SHOULD'VE PUT AN EXPLOSIVE 
IN YOUR HEAD AND SENT 
YOU OUT WITH THE 
SQUAD! 


YOU'RE A 
HYPOCRITICAL 
TOOL FOR-- 


YOU'RE SOFT, 

TREVOR--THAT'S 

WHY WONDER Q d 

WOMAN LEFT YY AND YOU'RE A, | 

“/ XENOPHOBIC ASs- \ 

HAT, LANE. THAT } 
BOMB |S NOT 
HAPPENING! 


COMING? 


HE'S ALREADY Je 


HERE! 


GET 
OFF ME, 
YOU LITTLE 
DEMON. HE'S 
COMING! 


"7 b 
LOSING WAR, 
BRUCE. 


PLAYING THE GAME 
RIGHT, BUT THE RULES 
ARE STACKED AGAINST 
YOU. TRUST ME. T'VE 

BEEN KEAVING 
UP. 


YOU'RE NEVER GOING 
TO ZEE THE END OF 
YOUR GLORIOUS WAR. 


IN A MATTER OF 
MINUTES THIF WORLD 
WILL CEASE TO EXIST. 
IF NOT FOR ALL THE 

EXPLOZIONS, YOU WOULD 
HAVE ALREADY FELT 
THE TREMORS. 


THAT HELMET 
OF YOURZ...1T LETS 
YOU PEER INTO THE 
HEARTS OF MEN. NOW, T 
MIGHT NOT HAVE A HEART, 
BUT YOU CAN ZENZE 
WHO T AM, CAN'T 
Yo , 


YOU'LL NEVER BE ABLE 
TO BUILD A FINER 
WORL? FROM 
THE ASH. 


OR PROVE 
TO DIANA THAT 
IN THE END THIF 
SCORCHED PATH 
WAS RIGHT. 


YOU'VE Lost 
70 MUCH, BRUCE. 
ALL TO PROVE THAT 

YOUR WAY |f 


RIGHT. 


BUT A 


GREATER WAR 
17 JUST ON THE 
HORIZON. 

=<] 


PERHAPS 


4O LET'S 
PROVE IT To 
EVERYONE, 
ONCE AND 

FOR ALL. 


YOU KNOW A rs THE GREATEST WAR 

THIS IGN'T A TRICK. * 3 THE COSMOS HAS EVER 
YOU KNOW T’'M SPEAKING : AMS! » : SEEN. AND WE'RE GOING 

THE TRUTH. ANZ YOU boo Q eet aS yA TO NEED ZOMEONE WHO 
KNOW THAT T WOULDN'T j Ss OMEN. Shsige” force A UNDERSTANDS How 

BE HERE IF I DIDN'T oes Rea iS Soe Cf To WIN I. 

HAVE AN OFFER TO 3 i SS? - 

MAKE. 


A 6.0" go A 
seh 
THERE IS a WAR oe 


FOR HERE IS THE BETWEEN GOOD AND EVIL, 
TRUTH, DIANA. TEACHES. RIGHT AND WRONG. 


= 


THERE 1S ONLY THE & 
WAR FOR SURVIVAL aes 


a 
. Pe) or, ee 


te 
ae 


AND IT {5 
CONSTANT, fi. 
AND TOTAL. 


age WeRKeSt Pears TEETH 
IN THE GREEN, 
IN HIS BACK LEGS. In THE GREEN, 


CREEPS TOWARD 
ITS NEIGHBOR. 


OUR WORLDS 
WERE WEAK, 


ONE ABOVE. 


BUT TOGETHER, 
WE WOULD 
CONQUER IT. 


I WANDERED. 
TO AVOID THE 
SIGHT OF YOU. 


+ BAPTIZING HIM IN 
METAL, THE “MANTLING,” 
MAKING HIM THE PORTAL 

FOR ALL OF US, AND 

BARBATOS ITSELF. 


eg THE TOMB WAS A 
Ww 


TEMPLE. 
BRUCE 


TEMPLE BUILT FOR THE 
AYNE OF THIS WORLD. 


ITS WALLS 
TOLD HIS 
STORY. 


THE TALE OF 
HIS WAR OF HALF 
MEASURES... 


THE TALE OF ITS FUTILITY, 


OF HOW HIS ENEMIES PREYED 
UPON HIS MERCY, AND USED 


HIM AS A PAWN. 


HOW THE COURT OF OWLS, 
AND THEIR ANCIENT PRIESTS, 
THE STRIGYDAE, PREPARED 
HIM OVER YEARS... 


THE 
PLACE WAS A 
FORTRESS. WHAT 
THE HELL COULD 


WHATEVER 
IT IS, 
LET'S PRAY 
VALHALLA 
KILLS IT. 


WHAT'S 
HAPPENED 
HERE? IT'S LIKE 
IT'S ALREADY 
BEEN HIT. 


I LOOK AT 


: ine 
BUT WHAT si oe ho EIN 

WAS I SUPPOSED fe | Se I USED TO BE. 
TO DO WHEN Yi t aN 

I SAW YOU WERE 

STILL ALIVE? 


FOR THE 
HELMET. 


50 I HAD 
TO STRIKE 
YOU DOWN. 


HE 
FIGHTS WITH 
MERCY. WITH 
RESTRAINT. 


